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What You Need To Know Before Choosing a Dance Studio

Question…if most dance studios seem to have qualified, friendly teachers, experience teaching children and a big show at the end of the year, aren’t they all pretty much the same? Does it really matter what place I decide to enroll my child at? At Chara Christian Dance Academy we believe the answer is, YES! There are many things that can make a huge difference in the quality of instruction your child receives, the amount of extra work and hassles the parents must deal with and the overall enjoyment and satisfaction of being involved with a dance studio. Here are 6 things every parent should consider before deciding on a dance studio for their child.

1. What is the size of the class?

If the dance class has fewer students in it, each child will receive more personalized attention, learn more and have more fun. With younger students it is easier for a teacher to maintain control over the class and make sure each student understands the concepts and instructions. Our smaller class sizes make sure that no fundamental concepts are being missed and bad habits or improper technique is not being developed. Our Preschool and Primary classes are limited to 10 students while all other classes are limited to 15. Classes close to their maximum enrollment are also staffed with a student assistant.
2. What level of quality of training will my child receive?

Students enrolled in Chara Christian Dance Academy will receive only the highest quality of dance training. All of our teachers specialize in the genres they teach and have studied dance at the university level and/or danced professionally. We use the Sonshine Christian Ballet Syllabus in all of our ballet classes, based on the Royal Academy of Dance and Ceccetti methods of ballet, with exams taken at the end of each level. The syllabus provides a quality recreational dance experience as well as a solid foundation for the more serious dancer. By the time a student completes all nine levels of the syllabus they are ready for professional work outside of our studio.  

3. Does this studio provide a positive atmosphere for my family?

Some studios unknowingly foster an atmosphere of competitiveness and discouragement. It is extremely common for them to teach inappropriate choreography to music that is inappropriate. Our studio only hires teachers that parents want their children to look up to and admire. Our instructors are encouraging and loving while teaching faith-based principles to students through dance. All music used in our classes, recitals and competition routines are honoring to Christ and our costumes are fun while still being modest and age appropriate. At Chara Christian Dance Academy our desire is that every student and their family to know they are loved, valued, and appreciated. 
4. What type of facilities and flooring are used?

Dance is a very physical activity that requires a lot of jumping, which can put stress on bones and joints. Most dance footwear does not provide any cushioning or support, so the shock of dance movement can place a lot of pressure of the knees and back of a dancer. The best way to prevent against potential injury is by choosing a studio with a professional “floating floor”. A floating floor is a dance floor that rests on a system of high-density foam, to absorb the shock of jumping. A high-density foam base is superior to a “sprung” floor, which usually consists of a wood structure built on the regular floor. Chara Christian Dance Academy will have this type of flooring in both of our new spacious dance rooms.
5. What “extras” are required for recital?

Our studio puts on an end of the year recital in a professional theatre. Students that perform in the concert must have a costume for each of their dances. A lot of studios over inflate the cost of these costumes and gain a huge profit off of them. Our studio has set prices for each class costumes so you know how much to expect to pay up front and so you do not over pay. Our studio also does not require friends and family to purchase tickets to the recital and you receive a FREE recital DVD and t-shirt for each student. This is all included in your recital fee, requiring no extra expense for parents.  
6. Can I get immediate assistance and customer service?

In many studios the teacher or the studio owner conducts classes and does all the administrative work. By trying to do two jobs at once, the class may suffer as the teacher has to use class time for customer service issues, or the studio may have no customer service available if the teacher is in a class. To have a good experience it is important to choose a studio that can assist you with the details like costumes or schedules, even if a teacher is occupied in a class. Our studio has efficient, friendly office staff on hand during all regular class times as well as extensive regular office hours, so you can get immediate assistance. 

